The purpose of this work is to develop a new model estimate of the fatigue life of a hip prosthesis due to aseptic loosening as a multifactorial phenomenon. The formula developed here is a three-parameter model based on Basquin's law for fatigue, eccentric compression formula for the compressive stress and torsion in the prosthesis due to the horizontal components of the contact force. With our model, we can accurately predict the durability of a hip prosthesis due to the following four parameters: body weight, femoral offset, duration, and intensity of daily physical activities of a patient. The agreement of the prediction with the real life of the prosthesis, observed on 15 patients, is found to be adequate. Based on the formula derived for a particular implant, there was a high degree of concurrence between the model-predicted and actual values of aseptic loosening (durability) proved by the Mann-Whitney test. By virtue of the validated model, it is possible to predict, quantitatively, the influence of various factors on the hip life. For example, we can conclude that a 10% decrease of a patient's body mass, with all other conditions being the same, causes 5% increase of the hip fatigue life.
Introduction

Purpose of the Modeling.
In this paper, we aim to develop a theoretical modeling approach to predict prosthesis longevity prior to failure from aseptic loosening depending on both patient and implant data. It must be emphasized that this is not a statistical approach and therefore it does not require a large sample size. Established on prominent bioengineering and mechanical results such as the Coffin-Manson model [1] and Basquin's law for material fatigue [2, 3] , we develop our model and thereafter utilize the data from three patients to create the coefficients for the model. These coefficients depend on the implant's material and therefore will always be prosthesis specific. The model we have developed can be recreated and replicated by any different group of researchers based on the data of only 3 patients with the same implant type following the same procedure as we did. We have used nonparametric statistical methods on 15 other patients to evaluate the agreement between the model predictions and recorded values, but not to develop the model itself. After creating the model with all coefficients, the model's prediction formula relies on several patient specific input parameters such as the patient's body weight , daily physical activity time , femoral offset ℎ, and a certain weight factor that incorporates all effects due to patients' variable lifestyle habits depending on their type of physical stress loading [4] .
While statistical prediction models such as generalized regression, survival analysis, or machine learning models 2 BioMed Research International such as bootstrapping or random forests require large sample sizes with minimum 20 patients per variable included, our model exhibits modesty since it requires data of only three patients due to its theoretical mathematical nature. Additionally, the subsequent statistical analysis we have conducted indicates a high degree of concurrence between the modelpredicted and actual values of time to aseptic loosening proving the effectiveness of the model.
Clinical State of the Arts.
Hip osteoarthritis is one of the most common degenerative diseases in adults. Prior to the age of 50 about 5% of people have degenerative joint disease involving the hip; however, between the ages of 50 and 65 the prevalence increases to 25% and after the age of 70, the risk jumps to 70% [5] . Total hip arthroplasty (THA) is currently one of the most widely performed procedures in orthopedic practice in the world, with approximately 800,000 to 1,000,000 operations per year [6, 7] . The outcomes of total hip arthroplasty are, in general, favorable and lead to a majority of satisfied patients [8] . Indeed, more than 90% of patients achieve almost complete pain relief and significant improvement in function [9] . There are different methods that can be used to assess the fatigue life for a hip prosthesis [10] . Moreover, in the last twenty years new methods, new approaches, and experimental and statistical analysis extend the level of the hip replacement theory and practice.
Aseptic loosening is a multifactorial phenomenon that is either due to initial lack of osteointegration (short term) or due to later failure of the bone-stem interface (long term). All this is caused by the concurrence of a number of factors including bone quality, surgical preparation of the host bone, type of stem surface, presence of wear debris, loading and lifestyle, and patients' age. Here we study the long term aseptic loosening, due to the patients' weight, lifestyle, and femoral offset. Having in mind all those factors, our aim in this study was to develop a mathematical model which could use patient specific data to predict the fatigue life of the bone-stem interface that leads to aseptic loosening. The Coffin/Manson formula based on the Basquin law was proposed in [3] to be a predictive measure of fatigue in structures and this fact is the cornerstone of our model.
Methods
Selection of Patients and Materials.
We retrospectively reviewed data of 18 patients (12 female and 6 male) who underwent total hip arthroplasty in the year 1990 and who subsequently went on to revision surgery. All patients were operated on by one of two experienced reconstructive surgeons through a posterolateral approach. In all cases, the implant that was used was non-cemented hydroxyapatite (HA) coated femoral stem (RCM; Cremascoli Ortho, Milan, Italy). The average age of patients in this study group was 38.2 years (range, 35-55 years). Inclusion criteria for choosing patients were accurate size and positioning of femoral stem and young and active patients with good bone quality (we saw it during revision surgery) and exclusion criteria were significant dysplasia of the hip, patients with systemic diseases, and patients with significant preoperative functional disability.
The femoral offset (ℎ) was measured between the center of the head of the hip prosthesis and the imaginary line through the center of the femoral component in all patients on a standard anterior-posterior radiograph of the pelvis (see Figure 1 ). Note that ℎ is determined by the reference length of the head component of the prosthesis for which we know the exact size and the corresponding ratio that we measured on the anterior-posterior radiograph of the pelvis.
Excessive physical activity of a patient results in loosening of the total hip arthroplasty (see [11] , p. 891). The active lifestyle and daily habits of our patients, together with their weight, were registered in the medical records during the yearly routine outpatient clinics. We have prepared a Questionnaire (in the Appendix) based on the EuroQol 5D (EQ-5D) which is a standardized and validated questionnaire [6] but modified it to focus only on questions related to the patient's type and excess of physical activities. The Questionnaire consists of three groups of questions related to daily activities (household activities, sports activities, and job-related activities) scored on a five-point ordinal score scale and on a continuous visual scale. Patients were asked to fill out the Questionnaire on a yearly basis at each follow-up visit to the orthopedist's office and final scores were obtained by rating the combined responses to questions and averaging them out through all the yearly follow-ups. These scores were turned to normalized scores (Table 1) ranging from 0 to 1, with 0 denoting low physical activities, 0.5 moderate (average) physical activities, and 1 excessive activities.
Model Development.
The fatigue life of a periodically loaded structure may be determined from the Wöhler curve in a stress-controlled experiment-see Meyers and Chawla [3] . On the basis of such an analysis, the so-called strain-life approach was adapted and applied in many biomechanical problems. In our analysis, we will take the stress-life curve according to Basquin's law in the form [12] , p. 898
where amp is the stress amplitude, is the stress ductility coefficient, c is the stress ductility exponent, and is the BioMed Research International number of cycles before failure. In some published texts instead of the authors use the number of reversals rev so that in formulas like (1) instead of they use 2 rev [13] . There are several variants of strain (or stress) fatigue life approach leading to the Coffin-Manson equation [1] . In some approaches both elastic and plastic strains are taken into account [13] . When elastic strain amplitude is taken into account, Basquin's law takes on the form of the CoffinManson equation; that is, (1) becomes
(see [13] p. 716, [14] ), where Δ el denotes the elastic strain amplitude, denotes the number of cycles before failure, is the modulus of elasticity of the material, and and are constants. In (2) we did not take into account the creep strain rate el / . It was shown in [15] that this is really the case for a normal human bone. The power law dependence of the lifetime and external load amplitude, such as (1), exhibits universal features [2] . The exponent has strong material dependence and is determined from experimental data. When the amplitude of the plastic strain is used in (2), the Coffin-Manson equation (see [3] , p. 718) becomes
where is the plastic strain ductility coefficient and is the plastic strain ductility exponent. Note that there are various combinations of (2) and (3) such as (see [12] )
where Δ is the (total) strain amplitude. Basquin's law in its form (1) was successfully used in predicting fatigue life of endodontic instruments in [14] . It is a special form of (4) and in the sequel we shall use (1) and concentrate on the determination of amp that has a specific form for hip prosthesis.
In order to determine amp , we note that the contact stress at hip-femur connection has two components: normal and shear. We treat first the normal stress as a combination of compression and bending; that is,
where comp is the stress due to compression and bend is the stress due to bending. Following [16] , from Figure 1 , we conclude that the normal stress on the hip-femur connection is given as
where is the weight of the patient acting on the hip, is the cross-sectional area of the hip implant at the point of contact with the femur, 2 is the radius of gyration with respect to the principal axes of the hip implant, max is the maximal distance from the principal axis of the hip to a point on the boundary of the hip implant, and ℎ is the distance denoted on Figure 1 . The stress given by (6) is transmitted to the femur. The force in (6) acting on the hip is assumed to be the vertical component of the total force. We determine the effective force of the patient, determined from the weight of the patient and a weight coefficient 1 . Thus, we assume that
where is the weight of the patient, 1 is a weight coefficient, is the mass of the patient, and is the acceleration of the gravity. From [17] , we cite the values of 1 as (i) normal walking 3.5 km/h
(ii) sudden stop while keeping balance
(iii) stumbling without falling
Recently in [18] the value of 1 is presented for physically demanding occupational tasks. Note that an experiment whose results are presented in [19] 
In our analysis, the value of 1 for each particular patient is chosen on the basis of his/her physical activity and lifestyle. In order to determine approximate values of 1 for each patient, we adopted a cubic spline interpolation between the values 1 = 2.2 for low physical activities (normalized score equal to 0), 1 = 3 for moderate physical activities (normalized score equal to 0.5), and 1 = 7.2 for excessive physical activities (normalized score equal to 1). The computations were carried out in Wolfram Mathematica software ( Figure 2 ). For each patient, we calculated their corresponding value of 1 (Table 1) based on this interpolation formula and on their scores obtained from the Questionnaire. Thus, for example, patient number 17 who was involved in high-impact activities like playing tennis and running during all years got a normalized score of physical excess activities equal to 0.975 resulting in 1 = 6.99, while patient number 7 who had a sitting job with only household activities scored only 0.414 resulting in 1 = 0.414.
Concerning the dynamic load during walking, as a function of time, we refer to [11] . Recall from [20] that the force action on a hip has three components: vertical ( ) and two in a horizontal plane ( and ). In [20] , it was shown that the vertical component is the largest and that the other two may be neglected. However, causes much of the implant torque. This torque may be represented as (see [20] p. 868)
where 2 is characteristic for the patient activity and is the body weight of the patient. The shear stress coming from tr is given as where 0 is the polar moment of inertia and is the radius of the prosthesis ad the contact point with femur. Since 0 = 2 = 2 2 and = the total equivalent normal stress (the principal stress, see [16] p. 30) that we use in (1) is
We assume that the implant suffers fatigue when the crack occurs in the hip-femur connection. By using (6), (7), and (13) in (1), we get ( max = , since the cross-section of the prosthesis at the point of contact is circular)
where
is the modified load coefficient that takes into account torsion. Note that, for the case when torsion is neglected, we obtain = 1 . In general 1 and 2 are given in [20] for different patient activities. The values for normal walking are (see [20] p. 868) 1 = 2.38, 2 = 0.013 meters. Equation (14) may be written as
where 1 = max / 2 and 2 = / . The constants , 1 , and 2 in (15) are parameters of the model that are unknown. The number of cycles before failure is determined as follows. We assume that we know the fatigue life of prosthesis in months . We take from [11] that a normal step takes about step = 1.11 seconds. Let be the number of walking hours per day of a patient. Then the number of steps before the failure is = 30 × 3600
where step is the time of a single step in seconds. We take the value step = 1.11 as suggested in [11] p. 49. Thus, if we know , , ℎ, , and for three patients, we can determine , 1 , and 2 . Let , , ℎ , , and , = 1, 2, 3, be the values of body mass of a patient, weight coefficient, the length ℎ specific for each patient, number of walking hours per day, and life of the hip prosthesis in months, respectively, for three patients. We substitute this in (14) to obtain three equations of the type (1 + 1 ℎ ) = 2 ( ) , where the constant 2 is given as 2 = 2 (30 × 3600/ step ) . By the use of standard procedures, for example, Wolfram Mathematica software, we can solve the equations for the constants , 1 , and 2 . Note that 1 is expressed in (millimeter) −1 . In the analysis that follows, we choose the value of coefficient since we do not have enough information on the 2 / 1 ratio. This is equivalent to 2 = 0 so that = 1 . It is obvious that further study of influence of shear must be done. Since the number of patients in our study is rather small we could not present it here. Here we did this calculation and obtained the coefficients in (16) so that our final equation taken in the form (16) with instead of reads
Recall that is expressed in kilograms, ℎ in millimeters (see Figure 1 ), in hours per day, and in months. The formula provided in (17) is our central result. The value for can be estimated from (15) and the scores can be obtained from the Questionnaire in the Appendix. Since the coefficients are based on the preliminary data obtained from patients who underwent THA using the non-cemented RCM prosthesis and because the formula is prosthesis specific, the above formula can only be applied to the same prostheses. New coefficients can be obtained for any prosthesis and the coefficients will likely be subtly different from prosthesis to prosthesis.
Results
Based on Section 2.1 and the calculation of parameters by the data of three patients, formula (18) was used to calculate the predicted durability of each person's prosthesis for 15 patients to assess regarding the compliance between predicted and actual results. This indicates that there is a high concurrence between the two data sets and therefore proves the model provided by (18) as a valid one (Figure 3 ). Statistical analysis was performed in software Statistica (by Statsoft, Dell). The average duration of prostheses in female patients was slightly higher (240.89 months) than in male patients (199.5 months), but this difference did not perform as statistically significant (MWU test, = 0.119). The average duration of prostheses in younger and older patients was shown somewhat higher than in middle aged patients. Patients of the age of 46-50 years had the lowest prosthesis duration, but this difference did also not prove as statistically significant (Kruskal-Wallis test, = 0.07). On the other hand, body mass ( ), daily exercise activity ( ), and femoral offset (ℎ) have all proven to have a statistically significant correlation ( < 0.05) with recorded duration , with exercise activity having the highest and most significant correlation = −0.84, followed by body mass ( = −0.42) and femoral offset ( = −0.56). Therefore we can conclude that neither age nor gender has a significant impact on the expected duration of prostheses. Only body mass, exercise activity, and femoral offset have been shown statistically significant, and these are exactly the parameters that are involved in formula (18) .
Moreover, we have performed a multivariate generalized regression analysis and compared it to our model based on the root mean square error (RMSE). The generalized 
with a RMSE equal to 14.77 months. The RMSE for our nonlinear model given by (18) is equal to 10.39 months; thus our model clearly outperforms the regression model. Figure 4 shows the scatterplot of the predicted values of durability versus the observed values of , comparing the prediction of the linear regression with our model.
Model Interpretation and Deductions.
Using the validated formulas (18) and (17), we can derive the effect of weight gain and weight loss, as well as the effect of increase or decrease of daily activity level on the expected life duration of a prosthesis, as given in Tables 2 and 3 . For example, a patient weighing 60 kg can expect to increase the prosthesis duration for 8.7% after a weight loss of 10 kg. If the patient decreases his/her workout from 4 hours to 3 hours daily, the prosthesis will gain another 33.3% on its longevity.
From (17), we obtain an exact expression for predicting prostheses' durability as a function depending on four variables: body weight , femoral offset ℎ, daily physical activity , and a weight factor : = 1 ( 2.61607405 × 10
9
(1 + 0.0555886592 × ℎ) )
BioMed Research International 7 Figures 5, 6, and 7 depict the behavior of the function provided in (20) . It can be seen how durability will decrease by increasing , , , or ℎ.
On Figure 5 , the independent variables are physical activity ranging from 3 to 6 hours of daily exercise and body weight ranging from 50 to 100 kg. The other two variables are fixed at their mean values ℎ = 30 and = 4. Calculated durability of the prosthesis varies from 140 months up to 360 months, with a steep descent. Similarly, Figure 6 shows the decay for fixed body weight = 60 and physical activity = 4, as a function of femoral offset ℎ ranging from 20 to 40 and weight factor (involving age and behavior) ranging from 2 to 7.
On Figure 7 , the independent variables are body weight ranging from 50 to 100 kg and femoral offset ℎ ranging from 20 to 40 cm. The contour plots depict the variation of calculated durability (darker shades correspond to lower durability and lighter shades correspond to higher durability) for several fixed choices of and . The impact of all four variables is highly significant and results in a decrease of the prosthesis durability.
Cross-Validation of the Model.
In order to analyze the model error, we have performed a 10-fold cross-validation of the model. Triplets of three randomly chosen patients were formed during ten runs of the test, each time calculating the parameters 1 , 2 , and 3 based on the three chosen patients, then evaluating the model prediction = (1/ )( 2 / (1+ 1 × ℎ)) −1/ 3 , and finally testing the model on the remaining fifteen patients. Table 4 summarizes quantitatively the performance of our model in terms of MSE, RMSE, MBE, MAE, R, FACT2, and IA for each test run, while Table 5 shows the mean and standard error of each statistical metrics. Table 6 summarizes the mean value and standard deviation of the calculated parameters 1 , 2 , and 3 , as well as their 95% confidence interval.
Statistical metrics used to measure the predictive performance of the model: 
Discussion
Aseptic loosening is commonly seen as an increased width of radiolucent lines about the prosthesis on radiographs and is usually associated with pain. Heavy repetitive impacts associated with running, jumping, and high-level sport activities can increase the risk of progressive aseptic loosening of a prosthesis [21] . Indeed, our analysis reveals that weight and activity levels can highly contribute to the development and progression of aseptic loosening. Our mathematical model has shown that extreme physical activity (jumping, stumbling without falling, heavy physical work, extreme sports activity, etc.) even for young patients substantially affects prosthetic joint longevity. It was also shown in [22] that the physical activity of a patient (such as sports activity) that includes impact loading influences the loosening of prostheses. However, we strongly encourage and promote moderate physical activity as it shows that patients activity correlates with better and faster bone-stem incorporation. A key innovation of this study is the development of a mathematical model for the durability of hip prostheses. In this study we prefer to use a mathematical model as a starting point. Our investigations are based on a mechanical model with a force action on the hip consisting of three components as it is explained in Section 3. Two of them, producing the torsion, were sometimes neglected. However, it is known that torsion effects the aseptic loosening. Since the experimental results concerning the effects of torsion were not quite clearly involved in any existing mathematical model, we included torsion effects through the coefficient , determined by the lifestyle analysis of each patient. This aspect of our model needs improvements planned in our further investigations. The lifestyle of a patient must be incorporated through certain factors in a formula that predicts the durability of his/her prosthesis.
The maximal stress about prostheses is founded on the work of Da Silva [16] who discussed and implemented the theory of eccentric compression (bending superposed on compression and torsion). Existing mathematical models are based on heat transfer, fluid flow, and stress distribution usually related to cemented hip replacement [11] . However, experimental confirmations of such models are not given. In our approach, we are following a universal model related to the fatigue of heterogeneous materials [2] . Our mathematical model is tested for prostheses of well-operated patients, with several simplifications, in order to show the validity of the assumed mechanical principles. The experimental data are analyzed showing clearly preferences of our prediction formula for durability given at the end of the paper. Tsai et al. in [19] used simulations of real conditions to determine fatigue. Ploeg et al. in [12] used mechanical testing to estimate failure of prostheses.
We note that durability of femoral prostheses was studied in [23] on 95 patients with osteonecrosis, without developing a mathematical model. Mallory showed [24] that the femoral component geometry influences the durability of a prosthesis, while in [25] it was shown that even engravings may be the reason for mechanical failure of a prosthesis.
Based on the fact stated in [10] that loosening is primarily a mechanical phenomenon, we analyzed the mechanical phenomenon leading to aseptic loosening of the hip prosthesis.
We derived our formula based on results presented in [3] with modification, concerning stresses, which are specific to the fatigue life of a hip prosthesis. The coefficients in the formula can be calculated from a randomized sample of patients with the same prosthesis type and then validated by assessing predicted and actual outcomes in a larger group of patients with the same prosthesis type. The central results of our study are presented in Tables 1, 2 , and 3 and formula (18) . Ideally, patient specific data such as body mass index and activity levels would be readily available and not require additional advanced testing.
The proposed model is based on engineering formulas (Coffin/Manson equation and Basquin's law) regarding heterogeneous materials. The central assumption is that the system hip implant, femur, represents a heterogeneous system, as stated in [2] . Based on this, we proposed a formula for the durability (fatigue life) of a hip prosthesis. The specific feature of (17) is that the stress is calculated by the use of the formula for eccentric compression. This involves the introduction of a value ℎ (femoral offset) which is specific for each patient. Values for the daily activity are estimated after the interview with each patient where his/her lifestyle and professional occupation are analyzed. The coefficient is also estimated from the patient's mobility and excess of physical activities. In estimating we followed the results of [26] and [11] ; see (7) . Those authors studied the effective force (in our notation ) in detail. They showed that there exist two maxima of a force value during a single step and that the greater maxima determine . The influence of footwear on the effective force was studied by Sinclair [27] . This effect can be in a further study included in our formula. The influence of the different femoral ball sizes on the stress and deformation and consequently on the durability of implant was studied in [28] . In our study, the femoral ball sizes were constant for each patient so this effect did not influence our results. Dynamic load during walking, as a function of time, is also a key stressor [11] . This factor is also included in our formula through .
For the purposes of defining the coefficients unique to this prosthesis, we randomly chose three patients. This allowed us to introduce their data into the equation to determine the coefficients. The subsequent formula given in (20) with prosthesis specific coefficients was then applied to the remaining 15 patients to come up with a predicted durability for that patient.
The agreement between predicted and observed fatigue life is quite positive. Predicted and observed values were compared using the Mann-Whitney test of ranks resulting in a high value ( = 0.709) that indicates concurrence of the calculated and recorded values of . This confirms validity of the proposed mathematical model. Moreover, this model outperforms by its RMSE even the regression models.
The full model for exact expression for durability predicting, a formula of the type obtained earlier in [15] , in our case is (20) , where is given by (15) . As could be seen the load coefficient depends on force coefficient 1 and torsion coefficient 2 .
Our derived mathematical model focuses on predicting prosthesis failure due to aseptic loosening even that we know this is not main reason of vast majority of prosthesis failures. We are very familiar that there are patients out there with similar age, body weight, and activity level that did not undergo THA revision due to nonfailure of hip prosthesis. The model we developed serves to forecast prosthesis behavior and duration only due to aseptic loosening but it does not describe failure due to other reasons, and neither does it forecast duration in those patients who will never experience failure. A complete probabilistic model for overall duration may be developed using Bayesian techniques by classifying patients into different cohorts each corresponding to a different cause of prosthesis failure. Developing a separate model for each failure cause, then assessing the individual predicted durations, and weighing them over all cohorts would provide a better and more general way of prediction for overall duration of a prosthesis.
Limitations of the current study are a retrospective design, only one type of a hip implant, relatively small sample size, and not the most accurate questionnaire on lifestyle and habits of the patients. We must point out that we chose patients with aseptic loosening only due to fatigue. Our study was fully based on HA coated stems as those were the ones mostly used in our hospital at that time. It is our opinion that our derived formula would also be widely applicable at other types of stem coatings (plasma spray, porous, grit blasted, etc.) as well by changing coefficients within mathematical model.
Another limitation factor of our study affecting the predictive ability for a general population could be the fact that we have chosen exclusively young and active patients with good bone quality and without diagnosed or even assumed osteoporosis. Also, regarding demographic factors we totally disregarded patients education level, income level, religion, occupation, and marital status and included only sex and age. Another very important limitation of our study relates to biological factors. It is well known that particulate debris produced by implants is a major factor of aseptic loosening-particulate disease. However, we found no substantial particulate debris during THA revision surgeries for group of patients included in this study.
Analyzing the overall performance of the model we have found no evidence that would indicate that the model might be improved by "tailoring" the coefficients to a specific patient cohort. For example, one might expect that choosing three elderly female patients to evaluate 1 , 2 , and 3 would provide a model formula that better predicts the prosthesis duration to other elderly female patients than to young male patients or to a mixed group of patients. Interestingly, this is not the case, and the model preforms in an equal manner no matter how the three patients are chosen. However, we emphasize that our formula works best for the values of between 2.2 and 7.2, which is a consequence of the fact that we used interpolation between these values (Figure 2) , and other extrapolated values are less confident.
Also, formula (20) loses on its performance for values of that are very close to zero, which is a mathematical consequence (predicted values would tend to be infinite).
Therefore, we do not analyze the case when patients are not physically active at all (e.g., patients bound to bed) and neither do we promote a complete absence of physical activity. Our model describes the contribution of physical activity from a reasonable moderate to a high range (best from 2 to 7 hours of daily physical activity) to prosthesis duration.
It must be emphasized that the formula with coefficients applied to the 15 patients in the study group is prosthesis specific and that further study is needed to estimate the parameters of (18) for other hip prostheses (other materials by different manufacturers), especially to test materials proposed in [4, 29] . Nonetheless, we are confident that these coefficients can be easily and efficiently determined by following the method outlined above. The Questionnaire related to coefficients and may also be improved in the future in order to minimize subjective components of the input regarding examinee related to a level of activity, lifestyle, and the time spent "on foot." We would predict that, with improved lifestyle analysis, our proposed mechanical model could give even better results. To our knowledge, there is no questionnaire that can precisely determine the factors 1 and 2 (activity and lifestyle habits) in our formula.
Conclusion
This study demonstrates the fact that, with the application of a mathematical model and the input of individualized patient information, one can confidently predict the durability of a prosthesis for an individual patient with a standard error of ca. 10 months. We believe these are important pieces of information for several reasons:
(i) The model follows the principle of parsimony: we are able to calculate the coefficients of the model based on only three patients. The precision of statistical models such as regression models depends on the sample size and one requires a large number of patients to obtain accuracy of the estimated parameters. Our model achieves a higher precision and better prediction based on the fixed number of three patients.
